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Abstract

One of the prominent writers of Bengali fiction after Rabindra Nath Tagore, Tarasankar
Bandyopadhyay basing his writings especially in his short stories depicted the social position of
men and women of those bygone days. He achieved vastness and grounder in literature as he could
set upon and place the male and female characters in their real perspectives. He dealt in his
writings, inter alia, the idea of plain living and high thinking which have become the real essence of
his literature. It is due to his real love towards humanity; Tarasankar could portray and define life
in its truest sense. It is found that writers of all ranks in those bygone days especially writers of
short stories, put less importance and bestowed less labour to women folk for the reason best known
to them, but the Tarasankar was exception to them. He was mainly preoccupied and concerned with
weal and woe, about dangers and difficulties of human life which surround people in their way of
life.

Since the birth of Bengali short story, the authors gave status to the individual form of women in a
different way. The realist artist Tarasankar is also of no exception. Tarasankar is a humanist artist
in the sense that he is always engaged with the feelings of happiness, sadness and danger of man.
So, in the writings of Tarasankar consisting of women’s faults, weaknesses, jealousies, angers,
forgivenesses, cruelties; love and violence; didn’t leave anything untouched. He didn’t take into
consideration of rights and wrongs or the good and bad regarding women. He pictured Radha’s
dusty life in his story. Among the women out there, finding just even a single rational mind is near to
impossible. Tarasankar gave place to the backward, neglected and deprived women of the society in
literature. In the nineteenth century, they didn’t have even a bit of concurrence with teachings and
learning. Therefore, there is no rational mind found among his women. Because of the absence of
logical love among them, they are ready to sacrifice anything for love. Love is affection, a
connection between the souls and minds of the male and female. Love is meant to be forever but its
attitude changes. As believes, behaviours, opinions and outlook of man changes, likewise love also
changes. Tarasankar’s short story is all about our world, house and family, how colourful then
turns up with the fragrance of love and their reflections. In order to reflect this love he didn’t show
any inhumanity towards the women instead he kept their complete dignity in his creation. The
women of his literature are illuminated through his life-style. It is due to real love towards
humanity, Tarasankar could portray the life in its true meaning almost in all his writings.
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